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HISTORY OF USS FREDERICK C. DAVIS (DE-136) 

he 100o ton destroyer escort USS FBEDERICK c •. DAVIS~ W'£l.s t:b."'! .i.u~t 
combatant ship to be sunk in the Atlantic Ocean during WorlJ t~tc r::.. ,s_rp w·-..s 
constructed by the ConsolidD.ted Steel Coi::Ipan,v) Orange, 'lr"!:~.as)" di.t.c-.t:-:.g ~~9 1~:?. ;;,;:0. 
spent her entire career in the Atlantic. The keel of thA j.:;t;;t':"c.,y:~:::: r~Loc:n .. :t ·;.;'t''J 

laid on 9 Nove.Jil.ber 1942. Sl:;le was launched on :2.1~ Janu11.ry J..S''-:-j., vd-~l. ~.J:r.··£. r.r.:>rC~.tr 
Robins serving as sponsor. 

J;~~DAVIS was named 'for Ensign Frederick Curtice D.'lv:!.s, U3l'R. Et:aie;n 
Davis was boe:n 21 October 19:!':51 in Rock County, Wi.B<~c;:J.sin. He er...listeG. ill the 
Nllv'Y in 1939 and was designated a na"Al! aviator in 1940. Ensi(';I.I !.ll.vta T.ro,S 

killed in action while serv~ng in Observation Squadron or~, VSS ~~ !n the 
Hawaiian Area on 7 December 1941. 

After commissioning on 14 July 1943, the destroyer escort cpera.r.ed. en 
escort duty, anti-sub:na.ri:ne, pt:.:::.rdl: d•.•t.Y and s;>e-c:!.el opere.tioos in the Atl.R.ntic 

'-"c"' ~hrou.oJOhout ~e remain~.er of :;_9J.r:.>,, 
'~" ---''-"-"""'-' ttee.T OR "11\'TC(J.,.._ PP..Jot.. 7o •TH-t.> .' 

y,)l'\l_ Dtft-£..1 -- . In December 1943, tl1e shi~) •1::-.s -~:;u· of i:.:bu_ twu units which composed T.:u5k 
Group 8o.2 in USS :i:IT<ll.J3ffil1 C. J'JNEG. Ol..: } ::J~C".eml.re~ 19~3, FREDEJ.UI'X C, DAVIS 
and HERBERT c. ,:,;c~;-,e;s \.'Fr~ sui"i:i.r:~ ~:r..rr,utc= 'i:.~l.:-...~:~-~icrs, !:'-eerie. They e....-ri7P.d the 
following c'n.J•, eni •.•0r~ < ... cs·lf."JP.d at. Ct.'C.')::.·tf> :fo:- c·:.nvoys l~J.J 21~ entt OOS ?.j on 4 
December bc·U!1C. c\,zo O.:.·a!., ill.S~":-t'"'·'-'• T:'le twC" t.b~-Pf' <lrJ:iYed i:.:1 O; .... c.n em 6 iY.>cer:J.ber, 
and mooreCI i'J }fvt·s l;l \\.et-..1..:.~ 1:a"':'l.ro::-. 

While: i1: o-... ~an) :t?:\E:D:sRt:::J:': C, .. :.)J\V..i:8 ur.de-:"we~t tur_?ora.r~· re::;-u=:d~s to re.Jil.edy a 
leaka.gEt:s-A\!.. the lo...rer scuncl :.:·c ~JIJ.. em ~ 1 !::·;:;cc..mO :·t·, 'L:lt!Ut-:;n~nt Com:JB.uder 0. W. 
c;:oepner.., was relieved as Co.m~Yli>l-'3" o::::~~i-::cr by Liel.'.te<.:e.nt.- CUZ'1JIW'der H. C. 
Robbins, Jr., USNR. 

0.1>-
Ir 1;\-December, the ship joined convoy GUS 24, An t r l:i.feboat was 

aighted off the starboard beam at a dista.."'lce of 200 yardsj fa 'l'l>""'l<>l-''.Q>i""~!elrlil~lb Pee') 
a merchant vessel which had Joined the convoy, was struck by a torpedo, aad 
escorts shifted to concentrate on a counter-atta.ck off the p6rt bow of t.he 
convoy. 

The ship increased speed and commenced a rapid zig-zag, patrolling from 
the sta.rboa.rd beam to ahead of the convoy. The escorts commenced dropping 
depth chars:es. An enemy submarine was forced to surface as a result of' the 
depth. cha.rs:es, and USS WOOLSEY f51nk the submarine with guni'irc. The torpedoed 

,, merchant ~returned to OnULA<:COODpanied by F'REllERICK c. DAVIS and J'IERBERT­
C, JO!IES) fr<-R, 11 h<e , 

During the latter part of December 1943, tb.e destroyer 
voyage to Algiers, returning to Oran on 29 December. 

»if- J. S" P~ra. r 
esco~ made another 

KMB 
the 

F;fU!lDER!CK C, DAVIS and HERBERT C. JONES were assigned as escorts :for Convoy 
36~'ii 4 Ja..nuary. :for a voyage ~ Bizerte, Tunisia. They arrived on the 7th an< 
voyage was uneventf'u.l.. The escort was assigned to a special troop convoy on 
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~,.,.January whose destination was Nc.plea, Italy. Num~rous contacts were oodc 
enroute to Naples, however> they were all detennin~d to be false, The convoy 
arrived in the Bay of Naples on 1~3Janus.ry 1944. 

G.etrvtvDEt..wM n Jlhf Pot. 11-MI'IIrlJ. Llt~DrWC.: l:AE:t.... ltr sl'h .. ~ . .No Gl-I8'Jttt4). 
t~ef'.__, DE. ).3.6 was assign.ed to take part ln the lEJndings at .:l.llzio w:r~ch had be0n srd. 

Sll:~s- for the 22nd. Her C:uties were to provide ant2.--subrua:'.:'ine r.nd ant1.-a.ircru.ft 
~~\ JN'I·protection for ships in the fire-support area .. s, During th~ remu.:i.nder of the.: r::tc- .. 

FREDERICK C. DAVIS maintained a J?a:trol along t~~e northwest1mrd ·ucnndnrij'~s of 
the designated unchora.ge area off Cap~ d' Anzio, Italyj .,,,..TH \h11Eu S.- oN'e.o;. S'HE 
R 1 Ei:l S?'f:t_d'l''- E.~•-"r"t::""T 10 ~Nti'"T ~Mf f?o~K.f!',T- rRQ~u.£!) ft.t'tt:>IO- DIIZ~~ buo~ :bJ•-dJ:;, 

' During the ~nsuing days,, the only sel·iou.o enemJ operations tovrard ;;hlps in 
the task force come from aircraft end mines, SheJ~i!lg by enemy shore bat­
teries was very sporadic, causing r.:tinor, if any, dam2.-ge to the task force. 

The ship experienced o·Ter lCO air ra.id elerts and 29 actuul bombings dur:' 
this period. Surprise attacks were very few due to the effectiveness oi' t.he 
fighter-d.irect01· ship and a special U. S. Anlly team on board.. The li tt.J.e 
escort usually mo.netr.fered as close to AllZio ha2"'bor e.s safe navigation would 
permit to afford more protection to ships unloading and harbor facilities 
during the dive bombing attn~ks. 

t'; 
\ Three enemy aircraft, two fighter-bombers and one medium bomber of an ur_--

\\) ~ J: known type, were shot dov.n by the F.-hip. Tactics at night included horizontal 
\_\ , _,':;- and dive bombing af'ter d.rcpping :f~.res. 

)\ ... ·,, 
\\l' -
\ Two ene~- nircraft were shot do~1 on 24 JuP.uary. A fighter-bomber group 

of four aircraft dove out of the sun toward Anzio harbor. FREDEFr::GK C. DAVH3 
was patrolling at two thirds speed, wj_th battle statj_ons manned. One aircraft 
banked to left on a course parallel to the ship's course at about 1,000 feet 
a.l ti tude. The plane vras tat; en under fire with all guns when off the starboard 
quarter at a r:::mge of about z,oco yards. It caught fire when oi':t' the bea<:a, 
crashing on land. 

At 1808, during a concentrated att~ck by horizontal dive bombers, a medium 
bomber was taken under fire by t!J..z ship. This plane had one engine burning, 
but wns maintaining its altitude and speed. '!'racers from c.ll guns seeoed to be 
hitting, and tl1e plane f'ii'..ally burst into flo.wes and spun in, crashing about 
800 yards inshore from Cape d' Anzio. 

At 1050 on the 27th, wnrning vras received to expect a fighter-bomber attack. 
At 1107, planes were sighted off the stern~ diving toward Anzio Harbor. The 
first group of four nircraft pressed home their attack and were taken under 
fire by DAVIS and all other v8sscls in the area. Frd.endly aircraft entered 
the melee .::md firing wa:3 checked. 

Another group of two Flf-19Q's were spotted at approxioately 8,000'f'eet 
diving in the vnke of the first attack group. The 4o MM gun crewJ which had 
sighted the planes> commenced firine. One plane went lnto a spin, splashing 
about 1,500 yards off the stern. No parachute was Geen, and the wreckage sank 
immediately. It is posslble that three planes were fighter coverage for the 
bombers, diving to attack our aircraft, as no bombs exploded when the plane 
crashed. The second fighter plane pulled out of its dive at about 6,000 
feet and headed toward Geroan lines to the North. 
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Danage to FREDERICK C. DAVIS du-ring the cttacks was very slight. At 11~21, 
on 2'( Junuury; a. group of fighter-bDLlbers r.Jaking o run over the ship ~~O'I-Tard 
harbor installations at Anzio, were taken un,.·~,~::- he.':lvy fire from the slJjp. 
Shortly thereafterJ n second grm<p of eneoy :~'igllte::-··bombers were sigb·;cd higl'. 
above, tJJ:l.king o. hori:wntal run, their bombs oJ .. read.J a·~:ay. 

'l'hil'teen boabs struck 
20 yards on ei_ther .. : quarter 
pound fre@D.entr.tion borabs. 
side for~-ra.rd_, r.:.ostly in the 

in a 1·e.Jius o! 100 
and the port bow. 
NUI:lerous shr~pnel 
superso:;ruc.J:.urc. 

yard.H. ::!.rounC. DAVIS, thr..::e: -,tithH!. 
They ifere upproximately 100 

holes were found on the !.'')."'t 

One man on gun No.1 rec";)lved a. shr~.pnel 1-10und .in his right shouldr:r. On 
two occasions during n:i.ght dive-bo:Jbing attacks, boL.bs fell close a.boe.rd. bu-:. 
no d.ru:::tage was received, St.ra.finc; occurred on one oi these occa~;ions, C•Jt a: .. : 
missiles appeared to strike the ,.,2.'ter ::J.1eo.d of the ship. 

During the pert!.c.d 1 to 11 February 1944, FREDimiCK C. DAVIS mn.in"t.coined 
anti-aircraft and e.nti-su"bmarinc patrol in Cupi-1 d! Anzio c:.rea.> a distance fran: 
1t to 3"~- miles westHard o1' 't~lL anchorage area. Eneray retc.l1ation against 
shipping continued in the t·,•:;e or fighter-boi!l.bers, horizontal anci. dive bomberF 1 

aircraft minelo.yers o.nd shc:L~ing by .J..ong-range c.rtillery. 

Gunnery doctrin~ ~board ~~DERICK C. DAVIS was to fire on any aircraft 
seen diving on or known hor;tile plr~nes d•J.ring do.ylignt; o.nd only on visible 
targets o.tta.cld.ng the shi:p by nie;h't. HE:CI."Y smoke proved to be the best nig~lt 
defense against fla.:rc-ligilted attaclm. 

~ ' 

On l'l February? ·~;;he e:!E:-:!!Y atte11pte:d 2 o.ttc.cks on the An:z.io a.rea during 
the early morning, but both fnil~d ·co :Jaterio.lize, orith one group dropping 
bombs to the north of the port. At 0845, twelve Gemn fighters (FW l)X)' s) 
approached the harbor from the northwest nt 12,000 feet. They split into 
separate flights of 3 or 4 !Jlenes each o.nd dove .. droppine; bombs in the ho.rbor 
area.. 

At 1210, DAVIS aepart8d Anz.lo 1'or Nnpleb, having been ;tvl..icved by USB 
HERBERT c. JO?\J..::S. Af.tcr one daj• in Naples, DAViS SD.Ilea~~b fu~:.nno, Sicily, 
returning to Naples on the 16th. She sc.iled the follooring day for Anzio, and 

f'Lr(~ '"''r4r. r'-"lieved HERBERT c. JONES. The ship it.o:uedintely cuii!Lienccd anti-aircraft and 
J~u· .,u:>~nti-subw.ari!1e po.trol in the inner c:.ncLOl'Oge area. Enemy o.i:roro.ft were over-
11v,..'"'~ l;iead continuously until 24cO with all o.ttacks dirl.:.'ckd o.gninst shore 

instcllc."Llons. 

During the first o.ttu.ck t>.t 1320;. DAVIS fired brieflY at dive-bombers 
expending nine rounds of 3 inch 50 cnlibcr OJ:JI:lunition, and twelve rounds of 
40 ~illimeter. None of the raids co.nsed any dar.nge to shipping. 

On 18 Fehru.ar·y. the .e5.rst action cane at 0315 when seven hostile aircraft 
i"'lew oVer the pm~t at ~-ow aJ "'~it-J.d.:::'O. in t;Jo seiJr:.rate flights, dropping bombs in 
the ha.rbor without de·,;nge to shipl?ing. 

This flight wes one of the first to comnence mining the horbor. One bomb 
fell close abon.rd during the c.ttack o.t 0)28. No further attacks d.P.veJon,::orl 0""'T 
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On the 19th, enemy single~0ngined fighter-borabers were active tlrrougilOtCt. 
the day, but nll enem:v forl!lations were broken up by heavy fighter po.trols. 
NU!J.el·ous friendly bombers passed overhea.U thrm"tghout th~ afternoon) ho;lltJing 
enerzy lines. One B-25 c:::<J.shed off Cape d 1 i:__'"l::.io, cbout on0 miJ.e fron the shil) 
and sank before rescue ope~ations could be c'.:.rr:i.etl out. 

At 0020 on t:_:-3 ~)Otb, :;~r;,rty cd.rc.:.rr.i L C('~r-·:-:-tce'L 3 sec::.':'s of nttc-:!,J' \rhi...:f, 
causeJ r::inc u,_:_.:-:l·tr.: -~o be ::c;lmjf;·~- t:.u·owrhout ~-;_-_:: d·c.y, AL. Jo:;11nr:.c;3 ·'.uc': pluc:, 
i.n the /nrbor O.XQU U"Qd fo::. V::trd. :.lreo.. J~ gu:!.n_ DO d:.·l'l~ge to .3hig~Jj_::{£ -,.'0.:0 
recorded. C:~v.:~L~:i.ng o"' theo uncD.or'lr::e '1-iD.S hf:~_n·~r C.1.tr~ng th.:: afternoon, ~J.th 
negati\r~ ~·c:~t~-!..t'J e:J f-'lr c,p. iJ"I.C: <~n.::l"-Y ·lir .. s ce:;:_C",::-rneJ. 

Slx heav::r uttarks cr: sn·r_p~l~.r.[~ ':·'~'.:"'~ ~r:;·~--.,-,_-1 C'J\, by the enemy on ~'.l Feb­
ruary, coJ:!I'.!.f:'!ncint:; n,1~ (;013.- 'N':~ti:l a -::-l:l._•t.···-:l[(l:;,~d. h~esy bomber uttack. Ree..vy 
shore-'t(:~3C::'c;__ ~r.t~_-rt--i_}'CT'fif-1-. f·~r·e ):'I"~VeTJ.;;C'ri tt!,, <7<.~-:'ID,V f.coro r1cki.ng ,<:",ood ''l~DS dm.i.· 
thi:> a-t;tcv-:!k. '-~·ru ott-:~1· 'J.~-:~-:.1.. ra·: -\~ ':'Crl.J.:r-.r-;,.,.. ri:..crtnc the Cl.t::::.y ·:~orniD:·.:;, ,'J.ii:lF;C~ 

c.t for.-.·::-. .-c'-' aT.?'.1~J. 

The f'~_:rst •;f u. st.·:ri-~r: of post--da·.-Jn. '1ttet.:"ks occ.:u::.red. at 0'700, 1-;rhen o.bou':' 
eight oi.::lp-,1,:;- c::-.r.-::: ·en,' J':i .s'l-~~.!r boLiben: .::;. Vc._;.::u:r:.E:d a i'aid o:n the anchornw; aren 
coming :i.n i.rc·.,.._ '·.he -O..'.J''- l~ ·!,..mg i'r:.<>·;, -'JJ.v·.::s. A foruction of four passe:: 
directly ove·~· t!.:t:: r..>Lip u-:. o.":)ot:t 2,GOO fiJE:t... 

AlJ ships upen<:.·d fire on t!:e rniQ.ers, :;poHing ~heir bombing am with 
one plunc do·,.,_~u_ etb:)ut Q r::i..Lc <12te''n :..Ji' FF.E!JS:::~TC:K C. DAVIS. No flhips 1-1ere 
dol~:a.ger:i. Lt ll:.rJ5 or. tLe ~~:~r:o dz,y ~ .s. ~:..-~"-~T' vf eig:1t i'ig:rt-e:r-bonbors 1·o~red 
downed out of the st.r.n 1 P'~-~~~;_2:13 L•ve:_~ sl~:•.::;:_;:~.:_~llc; lu bn:rr'J th,~ port o.ren. B.c:uvy 
nnti--sir-craft put <.::J• "Jv ,J!:.i .. ~fl d.E:tc:rr(2(i: ·.-.;'~' ·ncmbers fran si:'.ipping. Heavy 
bomber::; :.!(_~ain r,.a.d.e tC,::-ir o:,.)>·.-~- ·cn8: :-.-:-. ~-"::;:.·) "<-~h13n e. glide;:-boJ:J.ber o.tto.r:'k 
"nmopE:G. ln. T·,r;,~·J.v<~ 1.0 .1.) .; .:_: b.\' -s e;r:.;i. I:J '21?-' s "re:::e poice:.! overhead i'or attack 
durl.n.;s tlle :-a:!.:~. lie:'J.VJ' G'.c'~c c,;1(1 O.!lti-n~.1.-cJ.''J.~t fire discouraged the Germans, 
'\oTho dropped but thrc.;e bon:r·3 &t en uxtre:"'.c runge. 

" . .' ... 1 s;_~;:..:~~-D '-"':J:e ,jO:~);·_eJ rmCt the t-:.t::tb;_; e;·~lodcc'. bnm:es6ly .J.bout two 
r,:il8s ;;be;.-..·;; ~:;_· i~1J·?: ~~~--,ipp::.:.:~, O""c ~)J.'l~e 1.;ras (~_0•'rE·.'ftl_ 1;y n:tt:i.-aj __ ,..r::r~tft fire. 
'rhe entm,v :metJ.r;; ~1.:..s l:J.st ~>.!:'~-:J.ck o.t 2135, using :!"le.ro;:;s; but ove:clooking shipping 
for shor·:: tm'[C!ts. 

Fighter-bonbet's n~dc a Urief up~~~urunce e.t 00l!7 on 22 Februo.ry; but were 
di vertcd by :fr~ cndly l':i.ght..ers, ,t,-t .'Lj~SO heavy shelling co. used c.ll ships to move 
seaward. The shelling con-cinucd t;l1rougi1out the dey and evening, with one 
near miss ofi' the port. q_uv.rter. Eneuy E-bcx'l.ts a.tteJJ.:pted an attack at 2200 
but ~.rcre enz'-'•f,·?:d 'b;y: ~acral cr&ft a tout t'.-TO niles off Cc.pe d 1 Anzio with one 
eneny cr-2ft rcilOt'tP.d s~1k. 

;;.,) f~il 
The following day¢ om: c.tto.ck by hcnvy bombers closed in o.t 0500 '.-r.i th no 

~ge reported. FPEDERICK C, DAVIS SQilcd from Anzio, enroute to Naples with 
Lieutcna!'lt Gcr:.cral M.1.rk. H. Clo.rk, USN; Eric;adier Gener.:\1 J. R. Hawkins, USAF; 
Major Ge:-teraJ.. John Lucus, USA:; c.::1d Brigadier General Gordon Saville: Uf.:A, 
aboard for trc.nsport:J.tion; 1\t.t. NFI ,.,_.;;..,. S'lll'-1€ Mr. 

Fror.:J. 24 to 28 Fcbrufl;.ry ,DE 13(l rerr£,i!lcd in No.ples where she loaded fuel 
and provisions. She sailed ago.in on ~9 Febru.'lry 1944 for Anzio, Italy. 
Upon her arrival there, she relieved HEdtBERT c. JO~S and CO@nenced patrol 
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dutiE:s .o.round the ao.chorage area, Enemy bombers gave the anchorage area a 
cont.tcuous pounding comm.enc!cg at 1955 and coctinuins until 2254. Durinc­
this period, an unknown number of a.ircraft dropped at least 6o bombs c.mor:g 
the ships with no damage. 

Low clouds gave perhaps the best protection to the ~hips. P:'..an .. _·s :!OU.
1-cl 

bt heard diving above the clouds, and ther:. booi:c would "':"'r.F. ~-=: 2~-~o'?:~s 
were not coordinated, bu~ plE.nes br':t.C.~d 17ha.tevf'::: t-hey c-'"'1,..;_-1 s-J<::. -'-i.Ln·.;.r';. t:.1e 
cloudsJ with tarE"ets illUITJi.lw.ted b;.~ J 'lm:--·2.·rerr-.c;e i"lnre~:. 

The ohip wae strai"~d three tiL:es witho·.lt demage. On~ F.J.irct'n:Pt ,;<).:.~ 
seen under his ov,1 flo.reG} o.r..d. \.;":".'":- .i'1sto.r~T 1~Y t'ir~d on. ~:::-D.czy-::. 'K::"''~ h'.tting. 
The plane bnnked .:l":'aY in"":o o. d:-:.:cf.". s._r:)t~. o.nd ''"as :r.ot SP-en &g:"'.iD. :rt vas re­
ported the i'C'llC'~ol'ing mo.c:.ing t:1-9.t !' J~lane ~:C'd c~d.sbe~ tJ!:'_ t:~t:: 1Jeacb. ·;:;."0 
others were downel dm·j "lg the .;:·a L: -,rhich was r::c.r-£ nccccss~ ':.;.l 0'1 J 9.~10. ;,c:r-l.;Rts .­
with twa lo.rge fires stn.rted. v~.'-l.} boobs landed l·.":i ·~t.!i TJ. lOG _:·o.:-·1::, o.l' -f:.i:1E.' 
ship during the raid. 

FREDERICK C. DAVIS -was relie\·ed on 5 !11arcb by ~{FFU:l.PRT C •• JO!i'ES a~,.,_e 
proceeded to Naples 1 Italy. _.1,_::_·-;:.0r t';:;:)"" 0'1.ys, she,.i{:'ii{-}.f'~<i to An;-io11

1
D • Eh~· :t 'f- MRY. 

sailed apnin on :;~e lJ th ~':"'.l"''1·tc- t'<' ·~r"l~l, t':l~:i.e;.:·~t' ii·.:.r n~xt voy-o;~.gR toctr he:r Del. 

to Pul.errr:.;., Si"ily 1 ~--~!.;--"-.:"': ·::tJc,- r:r::'i \"C·d. or.(~'( I•hr.::bJ. ~~~~a:.,.~o,to;r -2sccrt then 
tteturr.ed to ~ln:'.iu on :~o I~·'J.:r·-:-'1-J. nnC~ re;nu.-Jed: o.ntj -31.'_brnari:-:!.e o.nd anti-aircraft 
patrol. 

Severnl bor:::;~j r..G o-tto.ct:; rl::>sed. i.~ e,l ~1 .'f :!.n J·.p_l"j 1, h"J'·'eYer, r:o direct hits 
were made-. l':k:\"B~·r>-"'... 1.:vl..!r.s ex,~~, J:>-~ ... ,_,aucin:_: :;:;:·.r;; .. lJr:·aJ.. t.u1ss h1. t!1P. st:ar"!'o.x~d 

side of tik: 111i·i::;t..,1~i.ns ).-·r~dCy '. 

The lnrg<:!St I2'.l<:<l-~~· o-j:' ,o;·~c:;:;r c~.rc:Aaf'; t3 atte:u::-t r.n ntto.ck on shipr~-ng 
during day.·J_i 1~1;·;_, :-.-.Jl.l:':.; rcc·.\n.'::(; .-~ _._:_,' i~::---r:c:'.. The u.·1:te:.h '-T•S e total loss as 
fo.r o.s the enc:1l.f • .,,l~- (':'n~.;e-·,..;::rcl, ~ur t"!-:.0. full pow~r a~-: all i--.rrrcy 0.::1d l'f[>vy 
anti-a.ircref"t l~.t<''C'o.lJ.J' cG\'')l'c~·ii. t:1~~ si-;:y "ltr:l.th on 1..t!.l.~1r0l.ln oT' :: 1n·a~ne.l l:ursts. 
Nine plan~s -;rer·~ C.:J~'im.t.~l.;.-· 'tr_:;c,--r:.cd t.y th•.~ cornb:I.nc-4. n:·n;i-ai.':"Cr:>.f"t fi-:-e> with 
two proOOble;-; &.·_:a. coum-l.:·J'S ~:..-;r,g.~r!. 

cn.us2d lj_ttle or 
th:-::t2 leuvlng the 

no do.mnge. Friendly 
area, c.nd. do11-ned 

· Very f'e-.,r bonbs were r~r•J:;:.:?t-:(1 vhich 
fighters pj cJ..c~, up the bof.lbe:.'s c.s the;)-· 
another eight. 

fts ~ I"!MI"'IN'<O.-\- TJ!AFF\~ ~'- Sltlf" 

USB F.llJl.RY P. JONES relieved FREDER.'I:GK C. DA1.'ISI\ on 15 April and the ) 
destroyer esco:"'t so.iled for N1:oles. for fuel and ::-;;op,-;_,, She returned to Anzio (J.o /tn .. 
sel!·eral. d.ays lo 1 er. On 27 April.1 Lieutenant Comrann·.\er R. C. Robbins, Jr., USNR 
comma.nd.ing o:f:fic:er Of' FREDERICK C. DAVIS was preeented With the Legion of' 
Mer! t. r ftwt..l 0 

- n 
urtfl(.. II C'.crrf- T?J,Jff'tft..So 

During M<ly and.rtJune 1944, the ship-"escorted LST convoys f'rom Naples to 
Anzio. From 4 to 10 June, she rexoo.ined anchored during the day~ p.t hours, 
and got underway :for patrol around the o.n.chore.ge area during the hours of 
darkness. While on patrol 1 small depth charges were dropped in defense against 
submarine attacks. 
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Nun~rous alerts were suunded with one ~jor attock occuring against 
shipping at 0005 on 10 June. For one-half :hour, 15 JU-88's attacked shipping 
in the anchor~ge with a.cmor pierci.ng and anti-personnel bor.bs. More tho.n to 
bombs were dropped with ~any near oisses around DAVIS and other ships. 

Float flar.;s were used for· the first t.imc by the G~rr:u:ms in the 9L 
~ttncks cxp8riencetl by DAVIB at Anzio. These flares were very bright and 
expertly placed. They served, however, to illuminate the enet~ planes for tb 
ship 1 s anti-aircraft fire. USS SYMBOL received some mterial dar::tage and abou 
25 personnel casualtit:s. No other do.mage wns reported. 

DAVIS a.rrived at PalerJao > Sicily on 13 June o.nd went u1ongs:i.de USS DELTt 
for a brief availability period to repair faulty auxilinry boilers and her 
4o raill,J.4J.eter director ~ystem; Dti'. \l. .lv~ Fot.. t>IA-1'~ 1 fu:.R... ll ,Jvll 1'0:. C'_DHt/oy tll1T)' ~~ 

fll.EI}. ~'I' !1.>\- J\JN "Fe.l... fJ~. 

From 27 to 30 June 1944; F.C. DAVIS was ln Mere El Kebir Harbor, Oran. 
Algeria, undergoing tender availability alongside USS VULCAN. She sailed on 

~ 1f July enroutc to Bizerte, Tunisia,Jh!;~. 7JvL. 

F.C. DAVIS l~d several escort jobs between Oran, Algeria.; Arzcw, Algeri 
Palermo, Sicily, and Naples, Ita.ly during the latter part of July, and early 
August 1944. On 9 August, the destroyer escort got underway for Ajnccio, 
Corsicc., arriVing on the 12th, w1111 LST ftS"SnULT I!6NVO"'ffbe.... Qoetafl"tlof./ ~(;DON. 

0 ....,. 1 3' /ln.).; . 
The ship sailed. iaae9:ietely after arriving for the o..a.saul t c.rea in 70 1re.r 

Cavalaire Be.y, France. She arrived in the Gulf of St. Tro ez France on 15 h•J~ 
August and anchored astern of CATOCTIN. NUIJerous red alerts were sounde ~~;Et. fOe 
throughout the day with one very brief attack by an unknown nu;:1ber of planes7b'Jtl gw. 

occurring at 2058. The ship's guns did not open fire. One LST was hit dur1I 
the attcck. 

The entire period from 16 to 31 August 1944 wes spent o:t'f the Southern 
France beachhead. Red alerts continued at ·frequent intervals th-~.·oughout th, 
day of the 16th, but the eneoy rnnde only one appearance. 

The aircraft sighted during this ntta.ck were approaching from the s.:.int 
Raphael Area at about 4,000 feet. F. c. DAVIS fired briefly on the aircraft 
expending 25 rounds of ~unition. The area was cleared of enemy aircraft nt 
approximately 2105. 

On 17 August, FREDERICK C, DAVIS was detached froo CATOCTIN o.nd assigne 
to To.sk Force 85 as jOlili:l.ing and anti-aircraft guard ship in St. Tropez 
Gulf. The ship recoined at anchor nea.r the to~n of St. Tropez until 23 Augu 
-n-teN" H.oveP ro UNLCIADJ~W""G ll"E.fl!!.rtes IJoJ BI\,E. DE LA CltvAWit.e.E.. Fo~ SftNe Our;'. 

The next day, n single enemy aircraft flew over St. Tropez anchorage, 
releasing anti-personnel bombs which caused casualties aboard CATOCTIN and i 
the town of St. Tropez. F. C, DAVIS commenced firing, and expended c total 
of 248 rounds of ammunition. 

Fror:1 10 through 19 September, the destroyer-escort acted o.a .a unit of ·i 

outer o.nti-subnarine o.nd traffic-control screen which was established to 
protect the benches and the route between Dragoon area and Toulon-Mnrseille. 
No enemy contacts were made during this period. 
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On 19 September 1944, F. C. DAVIS•was ordered to return to Oran~in p11wY 
preparation for an ultimate return to the United States, The destroy VI'' 
er escort entered the New York Navy Yard on 24 October 1944, and unde! s"S 
went a 30-day overhaul. '1'1-. 

She returned to the Atlantic in early 1945, with Lieutenant James 
R. Crosby, USNR, in command, to resume anti-submarine training and 
operations. During December and January 1 the Commander-in-Chief, 
Atlantic Fleet received information which suggested that German sub­
marines might attempt to attack cities along the Atlantic coast with 
robot bombs, possibly launching the missiles from the U-boat's decks. 
Effective steps were taken by the erection of a broad killer group 
barrier across the expected course of German submarine moving toward 
the North American coast, This killer group barrier was established 
in the mid-Atlantic on 9 April, under the tactical command of Captain 
J, R, Ruhsenberger, USN, in the escort carrier MISSION BAY. Escorts 
of this force, which was composed of Task Groups 22.11, 22.13, 22.14, 
and 22 .5,, had remarkable success against the approaching U-boat gr<'up, 
destroying two during the early morning of 16 April, and finishing 
off a third on 22 April 1945 ~'""' 

-:=-"" ~<..l!:t> l'~ti ~ W\~ ~~~ ~'E:I;'aot.:f' oe;. scotJONo;. r FREDERICK C, DAVIS operated ln the l!J--shig.. surface barrier force, 
L~n the morning of 22 April, a TBM from the carrier BOGUE sighted a 

U-boat in the act of surfacing. The submarine immediately submerged 
as the TBM made a hurried depth-charge attack. A flight of TBM's 
were launched and all ships in th~ barrier were ordered to the area 
of contact. Several contacts were made during the night, but 
subsequently clasSified as non-sub. 

On the morning of 24 April 1945, the German submarine U-5~6 was 
caught by F. C. DAVIS in the act of sneaking through the surface 
barrier which was then about 650 miles nortbkest of the Azores, At 
0829, the sonar striker reported a sharp 1 clear sound contact, at a 
distance of 2000 ~ards. The target was lost almost immediately as it 
dropped rapidly aft on the starboard side between FREDERICK C. DAVIS 
and HAYTER and was lost in the wake. 

' 
Lieutenant (junior gradel J, F. McWhorter, USNR, who was officer of 

the deck, rapidly ordered 'right standard rudder" to investiggeett.fu~s 
possible contact astern. At 0835, the sound contact was regained by 
the sonarman, and was plotted until 0839, the last report giving the 
target a range of only 650 yards, dlf<> -ro<£<-"". \l'.,. '10-'s.J, 

ltf Yas. ·• 4-.3- 'i \ . , 

Suddenly 1 in a single 1 disastrous moment~ the world blanked out 
permanently fo1• the men in the bridge area of F. C. DAVIS, as the 
impact of a tremendous torpedo explosion hurled scores of intent 
figures to the unyielding overhead, F, C, DAVIS had been struck on 
the port side in her fo~rard engine spaces by an acoustic torpedo 
fired at point-blank range. J 

Catastrophe aboard F, C. DAVIS >res compounded in the first moments 
rollowing the explosion, by the fact that no general alarm had pre­
-iously been sounded since the sound contact had not yet been ident­
_fied as a sub. As a result, lll/3.ny of the rnen in the after part mf the 
ship, v.rhich suffered less extensive damage, first learned of the 
lisaster as they were thrown from their bunks by the explosion. A hand­
,~ull of men, managed to get out of the lower bl~idse a.rea. 




